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1288.   To LORD HAILES.

SlB,                                               Arlington Street, Jan. 1, 1770.

I have read with great pleasure and information your
History of Scottish Councils. It gave me much more
satisfaction than I could have expected from so dry
a subject. It will be perused, do not doubt it, by men of
taste and judgement; and it is happy that it will be read
without occasioning a controversy. The curse of modern
times is, that almost everything does create controversy,
and that men who are willing to instruct or amuse the
world have to dread malevolence and interested censure,
instead of receiving thanks. If your part of our country
is at all free from that odious spirit, you are to be envied.
In our region we are given up to every venomous mis-
chievous passion, and as we behold all the public vices
that raged in and destroyed the remains of the Boman
Commonwealth, so I wish we do not experience some of
the horrors that brought on the same revolution. When
we see men who call themselves patriots and friends of
liberty attacking the House of Commons, to what, Sir,
can you and I, who are really friends of liberty, impute
such pursuits, but to interest and disappointed ambition?
When we see, on one hand, the prerogative of the crown
excited against Parliament, and on the other, the King and
royal family traduced and insulted in the most shameless
manner, can we believe that such a faction is animated by
honesty or love of the constitution? When, as you very
sensibly observe, the authors of grievances are the loudest
to complain of them, and when those authors and their
capital enemies shake hands, embrace, and join in a common
cause, which set can we believe most or least sincere? And
when every Bet of men have acted every part, to whom shalle mishap of being surprised, at least
